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REFERENCES:
1.   J4/8-0473, CD 1.4 quality review comments - 9/23/98




2.   CD 1.5

DISCUSSION:

At meeting 218, this author was assigned to develop a proposal in response to quality review comment 98‑0473/13, which said:
Page 733, C.13.3, Compile-time collating sequence:  

C.13.3, Compile-time collating sequences, incorrectly assumes the range of values in a THROUGH phrase of a VALUE clause is evaluated at compile time.  It could be, or not, depending on the implementation.  This is clear in the normative text and C.13.3 requires update. 

J4 discussed adding a runtime exception for this case.  It was noted that the same situation could be encountered with an IF statement in this draft and in COBOL 85, and there is no exception for that.  The following straw vote was taken:

Add a runtime exception for the case where the literals in the THROUGH phrase of a VALUE clause for a condition-name entry are such that nothing would ever be true.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present
3
3
2

Voting members
2
2
2

Ms. Wallace moved and Mr. Reimann seconded to:

add a runtime exception for the case where the literals in the THROUGH phrase of a VALUE clause for a condition-name entry are such that nothing would ever be true.

The motion failed with a vote of:

YES --
3
NO --
3
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Someone changed their mind and there was a reconsideration vote which passed 4-2.

After further thought, I have decided not to develop a proposal responding to this direction.  I have doubts about adding an exception given that there is none for the IF statement in the same situation.  This proposal provides the concepts update that the comment requests.  

If someone else were to develop a proposal for an exception, I am not likely to oppose it as long as the exception condition is non-fatal. 

PROPOSED CHANGES:

Page 735, C.13.3, Compile-time collating sequences,

a.  first paragraph, second sentence, change in part to read:

"... EVALUATE statement without the use of an alphabet referencing a specific collating sequence, the actual range of values at runtime ..."

b.  last paragraph, change in part to read:

"... range of values can be empty or can vary ... ".
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